What the land claimants plan

The Vukani community in Sisonke’s
Ni arca became land-ref
beneficiaries in November. They now
own 4 500ha, featuring citrus and beef
enterprises and a game ranch with a
lodye. Their approach to becoming
productive commercial farmers
could be land reform’s best hope.

“We'll lease our land (o the previous
owmners until we've learned to farm
like they do” explains William Magosi
{picturedy, & trustée of the Vukani
Community Trust “There's huge
potential for us to generate income. In
the meantime we'll save money from
the lease income and guv\:‘mmem

the fence-tines butween their tribal land
and the farms. William says that the
community must look oul for the interests
of their lessees, "There are always a few
‘bad people in any community, and we
want toensare they don't ruin our business
dealings where our land is involved.” he
says. “t's still very early, and we have
strong hopes for a good future for us all.”
Tt took just three years to settle the
Vukani claim. The land cost the Regional
Land Claims Commission (RLOC) nearly
R24 million. Regarding post-scttiement
support, the KZN RLCC' communications
manager, Nokuthokoza Ndlela, said,
“We need to cstablish a dedicated

grants, to train suitabl
members in farming. We'd also ll.l&& L
form partnerships with local farmers.
“We plan to run the citrus farm
Ives, but under the guid of
Jocal white farmers. On all our land, it
has been decided that anly community
memibers will be employed. When our
youngsters have had proper agricultural
training and when government gives
us post-settiement support grants, we'll
start running all the farmland ourselyes.
We don't want our Tand to go bo waste.”
The community is setting up a security
guard network to prevent vandalism an

post-settiement unit, f g on the:
projects’ sustainability. Collaborations
ik s 1 oF s
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bearing fruit There's been good progress
in providing post-settlement suppuft
thmugh the Siyavuna Programme

The S Progr isan i
by the KZN agriculture department and
the deps of ic develog
and arts, culture and tourism. It helps
farming communities in their specific
lime of production, The arts, culture and
fourism department has helped carry out
feasibility studies and prepare business
plans for land with tourism potential.
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